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Dear Culture Contrarians,

Most people experience guilt. Our culture uses guilt as a motivation to embrace sin; guilt is very marketable because it produces more sin.  While a person is enjoying the pleasures of sin, they temporarily do not feel the pain of guilt, so sinning more becomes the anesthesia for guilt!

But people cannot always be sinning. We need to do things like run business, drive trucks, teach school, and take care of children or elderly parents. The pain of guilt interferes with life. But the pharmaceutical industry is available to provide temporary relief! Watching the multitude of television ads, I wonder if I am the only one that does not happily take a bath on the back porch while watching peaceful scenes of nature. “Take this pill and your guilt will melt away; you’ll become a peaceful part of mother nature.”  Reality is cold, wet, and mosquito-bitten—not to mention the terror of my neighbors!

Religious groups also offer a solution for guilt, which actually looks like vigorous, sacrificial involvement in the local church. There is a never-ending parade of ministries that will cure the guilt: choir, teaching Sunday school, evangelism visitation, contributing more generously to the building fund, etc. But these activities, while providing distractions, simply layer on the guilt—because one can never do enough. 

The Bible has the only lasting cure for the guilty conscience, and it is no surprise that our enemy has done his best to remove it from our churches.

I was studying the Greek of Hebrews 9:13-14 in the DMV office while waiting to pay for the title transfer on a 36-passenger bus we had bought via auction for the school, when the text corrected my thinking. I had always read this verse incorrectly. I had thought it was Christ who cleanses the believer’s conscience, but in this case, the NKJV translation gets it perfect: 
“13 For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, 14 how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” 

English grammar is a wonderful thing. I had read the noun clause “who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God,” as the subject of “cleanse.” However, the subject is not the noun clause, but “blood”—specifically the blood of Christ. 

What is the worst thing you have every done? Do you see that the blood of Christ paid for that sin? It is not paid for by works which we do, but by the blood of Christ. “The blood of Christ…will cleanse your conscience….” (Hebrews 9:14).

The author of Hebrews goes on to show how a cleansed conscience allows us to serve God and receive rewards for our service in His coming Kingdom. We can serve Him out of joy that our sin has been paid for by the blood of Jesus.

Let’s not allow our culture to use guilt for its own nefarious purposes. Let’s serve the Lord with joy and gladness, for our sin and guilt have been forever removed by the blood of Christ.

My love to you all,

